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John Pinches remembexs be-
ing a Mendocino' County
teenager, stuck behind the wheel
in his 69 Chevy pickup, waiting
- foy the summer trafficitd.move
-on U.S. 10¥ through the hamiet
of Willits, :

He’s now 55, andthe traffic
seems worse than ever.

Visitors- from the Bay Area
continue’ to throng summer
- events -, such ..as. Humiboldt
County’s “Reggae-on the River”

 Pinches représents on the county.
‘Board.of Supervisors. |

He is thrilled, however thata
$20 billion state
bond. coyld unburden hzs
of decades of summer
“jams, :

However B
orta
that. closmg the
$150 rmlhon fun

of thousands ¢
] .prOJects such

tual- bumper-’co-,
trymg to get to

fécting our eco

of people.” v
. According, to a. 20
congestion study inc
the bypass funding: request by
*Mendocino, Del Norte:and Hum-
boldt councﬂs of governments,

and Tflood through the town. .

nsportatlon '

v and the ‘
quality of life for. a large number )

d " dollars, than to address the in-
b :

thousands in rural Cahfomié ?

4

delay.

‘While Bay Area leaders would
like to:get as'much as.possible
of the transportation bend’s $1.8
billion: Nerthern California share

‘of the:$4.5 billion Corridor-Mo-

bility “Improvement Account,
rural projects-also are eligible,
according to the California Trans-
portation Commission. -

The MTC has a list of $2 bil-
lion worth of Bay Area projects.
Caltrans:is recommending about
$1.5 billiott worth of prolects for
the Bay ‘Area

.« “The:state-commission; which
plans teitleat its staff reconi-

.20 and.vote on
rojects Feb. 28, ar-
he guldehnes it
rember: closely fol-
W he hond measure s lan-
guage. -

“The MTC's spin is that cor-
ridor mobility is urban conges-
tion,” said David Brewer, the
cd m1551on s:chief deputy di-
o think that would be

: "'an Xtreme readmg of what the-
., ~bond act actually says.”

-As - written: and-enacted by
hie bond mea-
rridor-Mobil-
a prOJect that

ghway'system between

rural suburban and urhan ar-
Y

Way-or toad: segmen’t ”

While rural: hlghway connec-
tions mayTit the' bond’s criteria,
the state.will;get more for its
rnoney by uncloggmg the arter-
ies.of'its economic heart than it
will by speeding up RVs passing
th1 ough Wﬂhts Bay Area trans-

live in. urban areasis, 1n ourview,
amuch better. investmentiof state

Some of the ‘thinking that

[ We_nt into Caltrans recommen-.

dations — which the bond re-

Rural “connectivity
corridor” projects

. State-Rou
Monterey Freeway/Expressway
Conversion

2. SR 12, $102 million, Napa/Solano
Freeway/Expressway Conversion

3. SR 41, $45 mitlion, Madera
Freeway/Expressway Gonversion

4. US-101, $150 million, Mendocino
Willits Bypass

5. SR 156, $38:million, San Benito
Freeway/Expressway Conversion -

6. SR 198, $90 million, Kings/Tulare
Freeway/Expressway-Coriversion

TOTAL: $462 millien, Northern
California*

'SR 198 is partly in Tulare. County, which draws from
Southem Califomia’s 60 percent sha:e of thetrans-
portation bond’s Comdor Mobility memvement Account,

TIMES

quires the state commission to

consider along with county and |-
regional commission choices — |

involved anticipating future traf-
fic issues that: will spring from
current growth patterns, ex-
plained Ross Chittenden, Cal-
trans’ Proposition 1B program
manager.

“We're trying to get ahead of
the congestion-curve, but it is
also trying to address safety is-
sues before they really pop up,”
he said.

In addition, “a lot of these cor-
ridors play a large role in pro-
moting the economy,” such as the
timber industry and the Port of
Eureka, Chittenden said, adding
that frelght shipments are often

pmched with sharp curves” or
held up in places such as Willits.

Congesnon is.not only smmg
on the 880 in the Bay-Area going
very slowly;he added. “It's any-
thing that restricts more free flow
of people, goods and services:”

In Mendecino County, folks
can see where.Bay Area com-
muters may also contribute to
Willits’ logjams.

“People coe up from the Bay
Area; and they fravel these roads;”
said Paul Cayler, Mendoclno
County deputy chiief exectitive of-
ficer. According to the localtraf-
fic statistics, “most of it is in-
terurban: tmfﬁc it’s not thedocals.”

“Oné of many contributors'to”

Willits’ congestion is the August
reggae festival to the north,
which attracts thousands of Bay
Area fans.

“It’s backed up for miles out-
side of Willits,” Cayler said.

“They're all headmg back to the

Bay Area.”




